
11/20/2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                      1                                                                                                                             

 

Recollections from:    

Along Shade 

           Crick 

Index 

ARTICLE                                                PAG E 

From the Bench….……………….………...2 

A Soldier’s Christmas Letter…….………...2 

How Fire Shaped Pomeroy…….………...3 

Burnout (continued)..…………………..... 4 

Seventy five years ago…………………...5 

The Greatest Generation……..……..6 & 7 

Pocket Ephemera –Mike Roberts…….….8 

Illustrations from Mike Roberts………...…9 

Open House—Christmas  ………….……10 

Membership Application…...…………...11 

Winter Newsletter 2022                       Chester, Ohio                                                                   Volume 40 

Chester Shade Historical 

Association 

Board of Officers and Trustees 

Phone 740-985-9822 

Officers 

President:  Opal Grueser 

Vice President :  Jim Smith 

Vice President: Dan Will 

Treasurer: Diana Smith  

Secretary:   

 

Trustees 

Greg Bailey 

Linda Blosser 

Dale Colburn 

Kaye Fick 

Becky Grate 

Opal Grueser 

Mary Powell 

David Schatz 

Diana Smith 

Jim Smith 

Jim Stewart 

Dan Will 

 

See page 9 for the story 



11/20/2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                      2                                                                                                                             

 
From the Bench – November 2022 

Holiday time again, a time to be thankful and a time to be thoughtful, helping others less fortunate, generously sharing with 

them the bounty that we have been blessed with.  Let us enter this season with kinder hearts, putting aside our differences 

and working toward a better future, attaining positive goals. 

The CSHA was disappointed that we tried twice to sponsor our annual community event, the Meigs Heritage Festival / Car 

Show, and both times, October 1 November 12, we were thwarted by the remnants of two hurricanes that brought torrential 

rain.  The festival, focused mainly on being a fun event for the community versus being a great fund raiser, does help the 

CSHA with operational expenses, and with the advantage of attracting people into Chester, it is conducive to showcasing our 

grand restored buildings and museum.  Since the event had to be cancelled altogether, your financial support and volunteer-

ism is more important than ever.  Please help any way you can to keep us in the spotlight as a tourism destination here in 

southeast Ohio. 

 Our annual Christmas Open House will be conducted on Saturday, December 3, 12:00 noon – 4:00 pm.  As usual, the 

Courthouse will be decorated in old fashion tradition, complete with a Christmas tree and other holiday adornments.  Ken-

dra Ward and Bob Bence will be back with us this year providing Appalachian-style music on the hammered dulcimer, 

mountain dulcimer and guitar; they will start performing at 12:30 pm, will take a break, then finish out the afternoon with 

more music.  During the break, Ron Eastman, a long-time CSHA supporter, will portray the “Ole Bear Hunter”, an early pio-

neer and settler of the Chester area.  Refreshments will be served following these performances in the adjacent Academy din-

ing hall.  A small gift shop will also be set up there where you may purchase gifts/souvenirs, including Cats Meows of local 

historical buildings. 

Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas, Happy New Year! 

Dan Will, CSHA (outgoing) President 

A Christmas Letter From the Civil War Front 

  Peter Trester enlisted in the 12th Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment in 1861 when he was 20 years old.  

He served for four years having spent nine of the last eleven months as a Rebel prisoner.  Engagements 

of note are that he participated in our Bull Run Bridge, South Mountain, Antietam, Lynchburg and Win-

chester before he was captured. 

  “Dear Sister,  

  Your kind letter of December 8 was received a few days ago.  I was glad to hear from you.  We just 

returned from another raid to Lewisburg a few days ago.  We were successful accomplishing just what 

we intended—merely a feint to draw their attention there while General Averal went for the railroad 

and destroyed a large amount of Rebel Commissary D. 

  It rained nearly all the time we were gone.  On the way back we had a very bad time crossing New 

River.  It was so high that it was next to impossible to cross.  It took our Regiment about one 

or two days to get across, but we all got across safely at Meadow Bluffs.  

  Camp A of our Regiment was sent out on picket.  After they were gone about two hours  

they were attacked by a party of bush whacks, and in a short skirmish were repulsed.  

Camp A lost two (killed), and seven were wounded.   

  Bush whacks lost one who was killed and a lieutenant was mortally wounded, and proba-

bly another who was slightly wounded.  Our company was ordered out to reinforce them.  

It was a very cold night, and we were deployed in the woods and weren’t allowed to 

sleep and could have no fires.  We spent a very bad night. 

  Tomorrow is Christmas and we are fixing for a big dinner.  Our cook, Aunt Lucy  Brown says we 

will have bean soup, sow belly and hard tack. 

 Nothing more at present, so I will close. 

Yours truly, 
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How Fire Shaped the Development of Pomeroy 

Forty Three Buildings Go Up in Smoke 

August 10, 1884 

Meigs County Newspaper 

  Last Monday morning at a few minutes after 2 

o’clock a fire broke out in the rear of Mrs. B. 

Weiskittel’s bakery and confectionery store on 

Front Street in the square above the Remington 

House.  The light shining through his window 

awoke Joe Blumenthal, who immediately pro-

ceeded to awake Mrs. Weiskittel, who resided in 

a building in the rear of the storeroom, and 

sounded an alarm, but the flames had gained 

such headway that she was unable to save any 

of her stock, and but little of her household ef-

fects.  The building in which the fire originated 

was a new one, having been put up since the 

February flood, and belonged to August Zahl, of 

Minersville.  It was situated near the center of a 

square that was very thickly built up, the most of 

the structures being old frames and in good 

condition to burn.  Adjoining Mrs. Weiskittel on 

the east, in the same building, Mrs. Frank S. Taylor 

occupied a suite of rooms for a ladies’ furnishing 

store and dressmaking establishment.  The entire 

building was soon wrapped in flames, but Mrs. 

Taylor succeeded in saving a large portion of 

her stock.  There was little air stirring at the time, 

but the fire immediately spread to the adjoining 

building on both sides and in the rear, and a 

regular conflagration was inaugurated.  A gen-

eral alarm brought a large portion of the popu-

lation of the city to the scene, and while the fire 

company devoted itself to the work of fighting 

the flames, the residents and others proceeded 

to empty endangered buildings of their contents 

as speedily as possible.  In spite of everything 

that could be done the flames spread with such 

rapidity that within three hours forty-three build-

ings were reduced to ashes and embers. 

  Starting from the Zahl Building , occupied by 

Mrs. Weiskittel’s and Mrs. Taylor, the flames 

spread east to the residence of A. Blumenthal, 

 which together with  a large portion of his house-

hold goods, including one of the finest pianos in the 

city, was destroyed. 

  The next building was the large two-story business 

house on the corner of Sycamore and Front streets, 

owned by Sam Silverman, of Gallipolis, aided by J.T. 

Dunbar, as a music store and sewing machine of-

fice, and Kennedy & Diehl, dealers in dry goods and 

millinery.  Both of these firms succeeded in removing 

a large portion of their goods, but in a much dam-

aged condition.  The second story of the building 

was occupied by two families -  Frank Diehl and Mrs. 

M. Cahoon.  They both lost nearly all of their house-

hold affects. 

  In the rear of the above building, on Sycamore 

Street, was a dwelling owned by Mr. Silverman, 

which was entirely destroyed.  It was unoccupied. 

  The flames then spread across and up Sycamore 

Street, consuming the two-story  frame building 

owned by B. Koehler,  and occupied on the first 

floor by Thomas Wheatley as a sewing machine of-

fice.  The second floor was occupied by Mr. Wheat-

ley’s family as a residence.  They succeeded in sav-

ing almost everything.  W. H. Remington’s new build-

ing adjoining was also burned. 

  The residence of Mrs. Eliza Lee, and the Bichman 

residences, occupied by Rev. R. H. Wallace, in the 

rear of the Wheatley building, were burned to the 

ground, but the furniture was all taken out.  Mrs. 

Wallace, who has been confined to her bed for sev-

eral months, and during the past week has been 

considered at death’s front door, was removed to 

the residence of H.H. Horton. 

  At the corner of Sycamore and Second Streets was 

situated the St. Paul German Lutheran Church, and 

adjoining was the parsonage, a two-story frame 

building, both of which were burned to their foun-

dations.  The pastor, Rev. William Schmidt, and his 

family are absent in Germany, but had their house-

hold goods packed away in the building which 

were fortunately saved. 

  Next was a stable and a small building occupied  

(Continued on page 4—Burn Out) 
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(Continued from page 3—Burn Out) 

by the family of Burns, the Remington House por-

ter, a residence belonging to George Munch, a 

building belonging to John Mora, a residence be-

longing to W.F. Thorne & Co. of Cincinnati, occu-

pied by John Bartlett, and a residence belonging 

to Mrs. Keck, occupied by Mrs. Peter Eiselstein.  

These were all burned. 

  On the north side of Second Street the following 

buildings were burned:  A building formerly called 

the Dixon House, belonging to Henry Koehler, and 

occupied by the Journal and Mosquito Offices, 

also as an office and residence by Mayor Weidt; 

the city engine house; a small house occupied by 

Sis White; a large two-story house belonging to 

Mr. Mees, and a two-story house belonging to 

Mrs. Kohl.  In the printing office above named 

nearly all the material was lost, including three 

presses. 

  Coming to Front Street again, west (down the 

river) from Mrs. Weiskittel’s, the following buildings 

were burned:  The grocery and residence of Nich-

olas Curtis; the millinery store of the Misses Collet; 

the groceries and saloons of Andy Rappold, L. 

Gottfried, J. Mora; the confectionery store of 

Isaac Baer; the Dixon Hotel; the saloon and bil-

liard hall of Henry Scharff;  the barbershop of 

John Spaniol; the shoe store and residence of 

George Rubenstahl; the large grocery  and resi-

dence of John A. Franz; the meat shop of Frank 

Gloeckner, Sr.;  and the drug store of Dr. A. W. 

Seebohm.  The rear of the Seebohm building was 

occupied by Starkey’s shoe shop and the office 

of the Dr. Ackley.  All of these buildings, with one 

exception, were two stories high, and the second 

stories of nearly all were occupied by families. 

  The fire company necessarily worked at a great 

disadvantage, owing to the large territory over 

which the fire was spread, and it soon became 

evident that the most they could do would be to 

prevent its crossing Linn Street and burning the 

Remington House and other buildings in that 

square.  But after the arrival of the Middleport fire  (Continued on page 5—Burned Out) 

engine and company, who rendered valuable 

services, the two German churches on the cor-

ner of Linn and Second Streets were saved., and 

they are the only frame buildings left standing 

on the square in which the fire broke out.  John 

Franz’s three-story brick warehouse was also 

saved, and the fire in Seebohn’s drugstore build-

ing was put out after it had burned about half 

down. 

  By hard work with buckets the residence of Mr. 

Reuter, on Second Street, and the residences of 

Frank Gloeckner, Jr. and H. Dilcher, above Syca-

more Street, were kept from burning and a large 

amount of adjoining property was saved. 

  The contents of the buildings on Front Street 

were strewn  in almost promiscuous heaps all 

over the city lot and the ferry levee on the 

riverbank.. 

INSURANCE—Front Street 

  The following is a complete list of those who 

were insured: 

• A.W. Seebohn, on building and stock, $2,400, 

in J.B. Downing’s Agency. 

• Franz and Gloeckner, on store rooms owned 

and occupied by them, $1,000 in Henry 

Seebers’ agency, and $1,000 in a Cincinnati 

agency 

• John A. Franz, on stock of goods, $1,000 and 

$250 on piano in Seebers’ agency. 

• George Rubenstahl, on stock of boots and 

shoes, $1,000 in James Ralston’s agency. 

• Henry Shariff, on billiard tables, stock and 

household furniture, $899 in Walter Hysell’s 

agency. 

• John Mora, on building, $1,000 in J.F. Down-

ing’s agency, and $1,000 on building and 

stock in a Cincinnati agency. 

• Mrs. Lewis Gottfried, on building, $1,600 in J.F. 

Downing’s agency. 
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did at that time.  By today’s standards we would 

be considered underprivileged having outside 

toilets, an old pot-bellied coal stove for heat, no 

gym, no play-ground equipment or cafeteria.  

Our drinking water was pumped out of a cistern 

beside the steps to the doorway.  A bucketful with 

a dipper in it, was placed on a stand by the 

blackboard in the front of the room.  Some of us 

had collapsible cups to drink out of, others just 

used the dipper. 

  Shortly after the morning recess, the first three or 

four grades were dismissed if we were going 

home for lunch—we all lived within walking dis-

tance.  After lunch we were back in school until 

after the last recess, then dismissed.  Our teacher 

could then give the older students closer atten-

tion. 

  When the Fall rains set in, we all had to wear ga-

loshes over our shoes.  Students were bussed in 

from Banner, Morning Star and Calloway.  Bertha 

Smith taught the primary grades. 

My final two years—teacher was Laurence Rose. 

P.S.  Kathleen Baily Scott is still living and will be 99 

on October 5th.  Virginia Baer, Paul Karr and I are 

all that are left, out of our first grade. 

P.P. S.  The room on the right end of the school 

house was added when the white students came 

from the Camp at the Coal Mine.  The colored 

children had their own school and church at the 

camp.  The coal mine shut down in the spring of 

1929. 

(Continued on Page 4 - burn out)  

• Mary Collet, on millinery goods, $300 in J.B. 

Downing’s agency. 

• A. Burkert heirs, on building occupied by I. Baer 

as a grocery, $400 in a Cincinnati agency. 

• Mrs. Susannah Mora, on building occupied by 

Ike Baer and family as a residence, $400 Cincin-

nati agency. 

• Mrs. N. Curtis, on store room, $1,000 in Ralston’s 

agency. 

• Nick Curtis, on merchandise and furniture, $500 

in Ralston’s agency. 

• August Zahl, on storerooms occupied by Mrs. B. 

Weiskittel’s, and Mrs. Frank S. Taylor, $1,300 in 

J.B. Downing’s agency. 

• Mrs. B. Weiskittle, on stock, bake oven, bake 

shop and store furniture, $2,000 and on house-

hold goods and piano, $800 in Hysell’s agency. 

• Mrs. Frank S. Taylor, on stock, $800 in Hysell’s 

agency. 

• A. Blumenthal, on residence, furniture, piano 

and clothing, $700 in Ralston’s agency. 

• Sam Silverman, of Gallipolis, on store building, 

$2,000 in J.B. Downing’s agency. 

• Kennedy & Diehl on dry goods and store furni-

ture, $700.  (end of article, nor agency listed)  

___________________ 

Seventy Five years ago in 1929 

By Edith Holter Sisson 

Written On September 27, 2004 

  I began the first grade in Forest Run School.  It had 

two rooms but the students, one through  eighth 

grades were all together in one room with our 

teacher, Miss Kathleen Baily.  I believe that the first  

grade largest class that year with six students; name-

ly, Virginia Baer, Petie Betzing, Edith Holter, Lily Imbo-

den, Paul Karr and Maxine Walker.  Three of us were 

left-handed but our teacher did not believe in mak-

ing us use our right hand as some other teachers still 

-NOTICE- 

2023 Memberships are due 

One adult—$15.00 

Lifetime—$150 

If you wish to keep your membership and 

continue receiving the Newsletter, please 

send your remittance to: 

CSHA, P.O. Box 44, Chester, OH 45720 
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The Greatest Generation 

  This is a con continuation from the Fall Shade Crick 

Newsletter describing WWII missions flown by B23 Pi-

lot Victor Bahr of Chester. 

By Greg Bailey 

  Mission # 2 was a “milk run,” but not No. 3, if you’ll re-

member the last newsletter column.  It was a run to Ploes-

ti, Rumania on August 10, 1944.  The “Cottontails” were 

flying the #7 or Purple Heart Corner position in the squad-

ron, had dropped their bombs, and headed for home.  

Their plane had been hit with flak, and Nick’s flak jacket 

saved him.  No. 2 engine was smoking and out.  Bahr 

Head (Greaser) was keeping up with the formation at 

10,000 feet, but suddenly No. 4 started acting up. 

  “…. That left us with only No. 1 and No. 3 running  and 

just at that time No. 3 started running away again.  We 

were approaching some mountains, approximately 7,500  

feet high and when the No. 3 engine started running 

away with No. 2 and No. 4 both feathered things looked 

pretty bad and we all had our chutes ready to take quick 

leave.  Haworth got excited and started chattering over 

the interphone ordering us to throw all the weight we 

could overboard.  We could tell he wasn’t being much 

help to Bahr up in the cock-pit and since we weren’t too 

happy ourselves we could have cheerfully wrung his 

neck.  We lost about 2,000 feet in a few minutes and 

those mountains looked close but again good old Bahr-

head proved himself the master.  He cut No. 4 back in 

and got No. 3 under control again.  Meanwhile we had 

started throwing out ammunition and had another pile of 

it on the floor ready to kick out of the camera hatch 

when the skipper called and said everything was okay 

and we would make it all right.  He was flying that ship 

alone and really doing a grand job of it.  Spuda too was 

in there pitching and doing a few of the things Haworth 

should have been doing, but was so scared he couldn’t 

do nothing but sit there. 

  By this time we had lost our formation and had to 

make it back alone, but as long as we had enough 

gas, Clark would get us there.  That boy is a genius at 

navigating.  We came in all right and Bahr made a 

pretty good landing with only 3 engines cooking.  

When we piled out of that ship I was never more 

thankful.  I had been praying all the way in, and 

once again God had heard.  There were 28 flak 

holes in the ship, but luckily none in any of us.  We 

learned later that one of the crews we were with had 

went down and eight chutes were seen to open. 

  Ploesti had been everything we had heard about it 

and more.  Larry was there again sweating us out 

and this time really sweating.  I thank God and Lt. 

Bahr and Spuda for our safe return today and as I 

told the skipper, disregarding all military discipline 

and good manners, “You may be an ugly bastard, 

but I sure could kiss you now.”  That’s how I felt. 

  Later reports say that all eight of the crew that went 

down were prisoners of war.  The pilot, Lt. Bodger and 

the Bombardier, Lt. Riley had blown up with the ship.  

My personal feelings from this flight:  Plenty of praying 

and scared to death. 

  As I mentioned last time, Victor’s brother Norman 

(who would later be my high school government 

teacher) was a pilot in the Pacific Theatre.  Before 

WWII, Norman was enrolled in the CPT (Civilian Pilot 

Training) while working in West Virginia.  On Decem-

ber 7, 1941, he was on a day-long training flight, and 

when he landed, he was told that the Japs had 

bombed Pearl Harbor.  He said to his buddy, “Let’s 

go and join the Air Corps.”  He reported for induction 

on December 20, 1941.  For the next two years Nor-

man advanced through the pilot ranks and was 

shipped out for the Pacific Operation in March, 1944, 

just hours after his daughter Donna Jeanne was born.  

Eventually Norman “landed” on Tinian Island, the 

same base that the atomic bombs started on their 

journeys to Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Norman was on 

duty as Operations Officer both nights when the 

planes carrying the A-Bombs left Tinian for Japan. 

  Norman was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 

for flying in the lonest bombing mission of WWII:  12 

April, 1945:  two squadrons of B-29 bombers from Tini-

an to the island of Hokkaido, Japan and back, a to-

tal of 16 hours and 35 minutes.  They had to carry 

2500 gallons of extra gasoline in one bomb bay! 

(Continued on page 7—The Greatest) 



11/20/2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                      7                                                                                                                             

 

(Continues from page 6—The greatest) 

    After 46 months of active service, Norman was 

discharged on November 19, 1945.  His total Air 

Corps flying time in WWII was 1544 hours.  He re-

turned home and bought a farm in Orange Town-

ship, operating it until 1968 when it was sold.  He 

taught school for a number of years while he was 

farming.   

  This information comes from Norman’s own written 

recollections.  Oh what quiet heroes were in the 

Greatest Generation!!  Thank you, veterans, and 

may God bless the United States of America. 

Until next time. 

 

“Did You Know?” 

• There was a peanut butter/peanut business 

in Chesterr? 

• There was a New Car Dealership where the 

existing Post Office stands—Roechers Cars 

• There was a water mill on the Middle 

Branch of Shade River—Buck’s Mill 

• There was a Flatwoods Ghost 

• There was a Tavern/hotel/stagecoach stop 

where the Marathon Gas Station stands.  

Mysterious stories there. 

• Chester had its own golf course 

• At one time Chester had two doctors who 

were rivals—bad blood between them—Dr. 

Thomas Barton and Dr. J.W.McGath.  

McGath left after a short stay.  He was re-

placed by Dr. James Dias in 1857. 

______________________________ 

Picture of B24 Liberator Bomber 

Top picture is  B-29 FIFI and the one below is a P-59 

Mustang 

The planes and pictures are part of the World War II Air-

craft Collection of the Commemorative Air Force. 
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Mr. Michael G. Roberts 

682 Springwater Dr. 

Akron, OH   44333 

Pocket Ephemera 

  As a “pathological” collector of Meigs County 

ephemera I, naturally, have amassed a very 

large collection of business, and political, plus 

whatever items have caught my eye.  These 

came from one of my albums with pages having 

baseball card size pockets.  I am illustrating a few 

which might catch your eye.  One group is of four 

candidates for sheriff.  The highlight (lowlight?) of 

these is the 1936 card of Roscoe O. Fowler who 

holds the distinction of being the only Ohio Sheriff 

indicted twice for two separate murders.  He was 

tried and acquitted twice.  One victim was the 

grandfather of two of my Sugar Run friends.      

  Other political cards shown are for Auditor and 

Prosecuting Attorney.  These cards are of interest 

to me because my great-grandfather was county 

auditor, whose son (my grandfather) was county 

treasurer, whose widow was one of the first wom-

en elected as probate judge.  Some non-political 

items: an Adams Express Co. receipt, a 1940 

Chester High School commencement card, a 

1932 New York clothing House card promoting 

the Pomeroy Senior Class play, and two advertis-

ing cards for long defunct bars. 
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 Welcome to Christmas 
Open House 

At 
Chester Court House 

Entertainment by: 
Kendra Ward and Bob Bence 

Playing the Dulcimer accompanied by Guitar 
During their break Ron Eastman will be  

Portraying “The Ole Bear Hunter” 
An Early Pioneer telling stories 

Starts at 12:30 pm, December 3, 2022 
Refreshments will be served In the Academy 

Dining Room 
Everyone is  

Invited 
Please  
Come 
And  

    Enjoy an afternoon of Old Time  
      Music and a visit with friends 
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 2023 CSHA Membership 

Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each 

year. 

$15.00 Individual Adult,  $150 Lifetime Membership 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  _________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

(If email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address) 

Student Name (s): _______________________________________________ 

Number of Persons:  Individual _______, Amount to Pay _______________ 

Number of Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________  

 

(If you would like - please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will con-

tact you) 

__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy 

__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA 

__ I have stories to tell 

                                            Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!! 

Yes, I would like to volunteer! 

  

Name ____________________________________      I can volunteer:  One day a week ______________ 

Phone ____________________________________     One day a month _____________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________     Occasionally ________________ 

           As needed __________________ 

  

Preferred day:  Monday __________Wednesday ___________  Friday ____________  Saturday _____________ 

We are open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 am till 4 pm. Please call first. 740-985-9822 

 

Special Skills*:  Filing ____________  Typing _________ Word Processing __________MS Excel ____________ 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Your Dues Count 

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization. 

It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possi-

ble to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical 

programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership 

page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and ends 

on December 31 of each year.   


